Ursuline Academy of Dallas would like to invite you to its second Summer Institute of Math and Science (SIMS), a program for the continual professional development of math and science teachers.  During SIMS 2009, teacher leaders will be developed to support continuous improvement of physics education.  Ursuline will give TEA approved continuing professional education credits to participants upon completion.

SIMS 2009 will be held from June 15 – July 2 2009.  At SIMS 2009, teachers will be instructed in the Modeling Program which focuses on content, technology integration, and pedagogy.  In 2000 the US Department of Education recognized Modeling Instruction as one of the seven best educational technology programs; in 2001 they again recognized Modeling Instruction, but this time as one of two exemplary science education K-12 programs.  
This program is an intensive 3-week course with the following goals:

· To train teachers in the use of model-centered, constructivist method of teaching and simultaneously improve content knowledge. 

· To integrate computer courseware effectively into the curriculum.

· To establish electronic network support and a learning community among participants. 

· To help teachers make better use of national resources for education.

· To strengthen local institutional support for teachers as school leaders in disseminating standards – based reform in science education. 

Teachers will also receive workshop specific take home materials.
During the 2009-2010 academic year there will be regular meetings held on the Ursuline campus to support teachers as modeling is integrated into the physics curriculum.  These sessions will address pedagogical questions/concerns raised by first-time modelers.  It will also be a venue in which teachers may ask questions to deepen their physics knowledge.  

SIMS 2009 physics modeling workshop leaders are Nicholas Park and Kay Fincher.  Mr. Park and Ms. Fincher co-led the SIMS 2007 physics modeling workshop. They both participated in Arizona State University’s Modeling Leadership Program and have successfully implemented modeling in their respective classrooms.  Mr. Park currently teaches at The Greenhill School in Dallas and Ms. Fincher currently teaches at Amarillo High School in the Amarillo ISD.

Attached is a registration form; please fill it out and return it with a $200 non-refundable check to Ursuline Academy of Dallas by April 30th.  A confirmation notice and invoice will be sent upon receipt.  Total registration is $1200; late registration is $1500 total.  Please feel free to contact Rhonda Bush, with any questions, either by phone at 469-232-1848, or by email, rbush@ursulinedallas.org.  
Kind regards,
Rhonda Bush
Director of Studies: Math, Science and Computer Science
Ursuline Academy of Dallas

