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COMPILATION: note taking strategies

Date:    Sun, 2 Dec 2007 
From:     Brenda Royce (originally posted in 2003)
Subject:  Cornell Note-taking
     "What's the Cornell note-taking system?"   I learned this from one of our math teachers.  The paper is divided into two columns (~1/3 - 2/3 width).  The first column is for questions and the
second for notes.  I first saw the question column used to write summarizing questions after a lecture as a study tool.  The students formulate a set of questions next to the main points of the lecture.  They can then fold over the notes portion and quiz themselves from their questions.  

     I turned it around and asked a question that we had been discussing (such as 'How can we find the velocity on a x-t graph?') and then we as a class summarized what we had learned.  They can still fold over the notes portion and quiz themselves to study.  More important to me, it helps students organize what we have discussed in class and lock it down in a systematic structure.  One student volunteered that he really liked this format with the question because it made it clearer for him.
     For younger students who barely have decent note taking skills and almost never write what they have not directly been asked to write, this is giving them a bridge to (I hope) learning to summarize learning and recognize that discussions in class actually DEVELOP what they are
supposed to learn, not just what I (or a book) tell them.
www.clt.cornell.edu/campus/learn/LSC%20Resources/cornellsystem.pdf
www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/success/notes.html 
ccc.byu.edu/learning/note-tak.php 
academic.cuesta.cc.ca.us/acasupp/as/619.htm 
www.bucks.edu/~specpop/Cornl.htm 
www.ucc.edu/academiclearning/cornell.html 
www.eleven21.com/notetaker/ 
******************************************************************************Date:    Sun, 2 Dec 2007 
From:    Sherry Brown 
     In my previous school, Cornell Notes were the standard format for note taking. It was taught not only in the AVID program, but across the disciplines. Kids would complain at grade 11 or 12 unless they were AVID kids (it was required for the class to have all their other notes in Cornell format). Complaints or no, I still required it. My current school -- the format is known to non-AVID kids but they aren't as skilled at using them.
     I found it very useful this year to prepare Cornell paper with an empty energy bar graph on the top of the page (so did the kids).
******************************************************************************
Date:    Mon, 3 Dec 2007 
From:    Andy Edington 
     Simply put, Cornell note taking is used in classes with voluminous notes.  Cornell note taking involves writing in the notepaper margin key words and concepts associated with the particular "note pile."  (my word for it)
     Cornell note taking is a great method to help students summarize, reflect, and index large quantities of notes.
     In our school, when we went through the Cornell note taking phase about 15 years ago.  Its value was great for teachers who overwhelmed their students with notes.  The Cornell note taking helped these teachers recognize when they were giving so many notes that it was obscuring what they were actually trying to communicate.

     Simply have the students write a few key words next to the problems on their worksheets and in their lab book margins.   You will, of course, have to convince your Cornell note taking police that taking notes on worksheet or in a lab book while whiteboarding is in fact note taking.
******************************************************************************Date:    Sun, 9 Dec 2007 
From:    Jason Cervenec [a Modeling Workshop leader] 
     A number of us in Ohio have been using composition books and a method introduced to us by Kathy Harper at Ohio State University.  Each day, students are expected to date the page, write notes or create graphs from class, and at the end of the page, write a summary of (1) what they did in class and (2) what they learned in class.  This is a structure that I use with freshmen.  It has enough structure to keep them organized and serves as writing in the content area which is a school district goal.   It is easy for students to look back and remember what we did in class on previous days.  All notes are in one place and the composition books cannot be torn apart as pages will start to fall out.  It does take time to train students to write the summaries, and I have learned that it is important at the start of the year to leave a few minutes at the end for them to write.  Once they have this down, I phase out the time and it becomes a standing homework assignment.
     Students learn to write their summaries in class as we complete tasks, as they remember it when it is fresh.  They start to internalize the process.  I highly recommend it.  If you would like a copy of the handout that goes in my composition books, drop me a line.
Instructions

This year, you will be keeping a composition book with classroom observations, thoughts, notes, and a daily summary.  Your composition book must have grid paper; composition books that are submitted without grid paper will not be reviewed.  I have provided an example of how your composition book should look in the space below.  You will see that each day should include four features: the date, homework assigned, observations and notes that you record (including diagrams and graphs), and a daily summary.  Your daily summary must include at least two sentences identify WHAT WE DID in class and at least two sentences identifying WHAT YOU LEARNED in class.  Information in your composition book that is not dated or clearly written will not be reviewed.  This is a nightly homework assignment for the rest of the year; the best way to do this assignment is do it in class as we are working.  Once you leave class, you will start to forget details if they are not written down.
Date:    Mon, 10 Dec 2007 
From:    Jason Cervenec 
     A number of people have e-mailed about the composition books and note-taking.  Here is another practice that I came across a few years ago. In order to speed grading and structure the labs a bit for freshmen, I use a self-inking library/shipping-receiving stamp with bright ink.
Students are expected to get their graphs and data stamped.  They must be up to my quality standards and ready by a certain deadline. The stamp has the date and a series of comments I can select.  When I collect the books, I only need to skim the summaries as the data from the labs has already been approved.  

     All of my practica have a separate group sheet that I sign off as they run their trial. 

     Whatever method you select, it has to be manageable for your teaching style and student load.  Freshmen generally need a bit more structure than upperclassmen due to maturity.
******************************************************************************

Jason Cervenec’s daily summary:

Instructions

This year, you will be keeping a composition book with classroom observations, thoughts, notes, and a daily summary.  Your composition book must have grid paper; composition books that are submitted without grid paper will not be reviewed.  I have provided an example of how your composition book should look in the space below.  You will see that each day should include four features: the date, homework assigned, observations and notes that you record (including diagrams and graphs), and a daily summary.  Your daily summary must include at least two sentences identify WHAT WE DID in class and at least two sentences identifying WHAT YOU LEARNED in class.  Information in your composition book that is not dated or clearly written will not be reviewed.  This is a nightly homework assignment for the rest of the year; the best way to do this assignment is do it in class as we are working.  Once you leave class, you will start to forget details if they are not written down.  

Example















Date: 12/20/05	Homework: Prepare for quiz





Date: 12/20/05	Homework: Prepare for quiz





Notes:


Defined conduction, convection, and radiation.


	thermal energy transferred by two objects that are touching


	thermal energy transferred by less dense material rising and denser 	material sinking (see diagram)


	light transformed to thermal energy





Saw examples of each type:


	Conduction – stove, door handle


	Convection – pot of boiling pasta


	Radiation – microwave





Listed examples of each in a lava lamp





Daily Summary:


What I Did: I took notes on conduction, convection, and radiation.  I saw Mr. Cervenec demonstrate examples of each type of energy transformation.  I identified examples of each in a lava lamp.  At the end, we summarized our results.





What I Learned: I learned three methods of transferring thermal energy.  I also know examples of each method.  I know how the appliances in my kitchen work now.
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