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COMPILATION. SPED students in conceptual physics class


Date:    Tue, 30 Oct 2007 
From:    "Maggie Merkle 

Subject: Re: modeling inclusion. How teach force concept to SPED students?
     I have been modeling since 2003 and have a new problem. Thanks to new graduation requirements, I have special ed students ranging in ability from mentally retarded (my district's designation) to autistic in my conceptual physics class (there is no end of year testing for this). These students represent an average of 40% of my population. I am fortunate to have small class sizes, but it seems they are too small to get enough meaningful discussion. The focus is on qualitative representations. I don't want to give up on modeling this year, but as I approach forces I am at a total loss. I am on the verge of just having students build stuff and watch it go zoom.
*****************************************************************************
Date:    Tue, 30 Oct 2007 
From:    John Loos 
     I have had "Class with in a Class" for the last 13 years. It has been my experience that these special ed kids bring a new dimension to an activity-based classroom. They may not be at the top of the test scores but if they can get their hands on it they will learn it. Have you ever had that extremal bright group -  top test scores, 4.0, advanced classes - and yet they seem to have difficulty tying a knot in a string? Your whiteboard sessions may not be as snappy but the student class work should make your heart sing.
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