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COMPILATION: American Modeling Teachers Association (AMTA)

Date:    Wed, 10 Aug 2005 

From:    Carmela Minaya 

Subject: New professional organization, AMTA


What will happen to modeling instruction after NSF funding ends? How will modeling teachers continue to meet, share, improve, collaborate, and invent?  How will future modeling teachers be trained?


Please check out this link: www.modelingteachers.org to get information on a brand new venue for modeling teachers, the American Modeling Teachers Association, AMTA.  The yearly dues are only $25, a whole lot less than 50% of the dues that other professional organizations charge.  You have an opportunity to join for life as a "Founding Member" for the discounted price of $200.  You can even pay with a credit card on the website using PayPal.  Or pay at least $25 to ensure the year's regular membership with the option to pay the remaining $175 before July 2006.  If you take the last option, please indicate your plan to eventually pay to become a founding member on your application form.


Like all of you, many of your colleagues this summer at ASU were concerned about the future of modeling instruction and the years of development, training, and sweat poured into this program by so many quality individuals.  We didn't want the Modeling Method to be just another great idea that died.  Only 5% of physics teachers in the USA are trained in modeling; even less than that percentage for other disciplines.  Please join us as we attempt to increase saturation of this research-driven and evidence-compelling pedagogy across the nation and globally.  We don't just want membership; we want actively engaged membership.  Please get involved as time and effort permits.  We are looking for leadership to complete the interim Board of Directors.   We also need a logo, etc.  Let us know what your talents and interests are and how you would like to get involved in the early stages of this organization.


Both Dave Hestenes and Jane Jackson are aware and supportive of the organization; they are lifetime honorary voting members.  We have a constitution and by-laws that you can examine at the website.  The founding directors are: Patrick Daisley from Washington (interim President), Rachael Black from California (interim Treasurer), and Carmela Minaya from Hawaii (interim Secretary).  Special thanks to a group of nearly ten modelers from all over the country who were

intensely involved in reviewing the constitution and by-laws.  Many have already joined this organization.  We are hoping to appoint a complete board ASAP and hold our first meeting with elections at the national NSTA convention in April (7-9, 2006) in Anaheim, CA.  Will you join us to significantly impact science education reform?


"Those who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are the very ones who do..."  (From a video in Patrick's files) "Think different; make a difference!"  (Carmela's personal motto)


-----------------

Date:    Fri, 19 Aug 2005 

From:    Patrick Daisley 

A modeler asks the following about the American Modeling Teachers Association:

 I went to your website to see what it was about.  Three of the links about us cannot be found.  The last link takes me to a site that everyone already has access to.  Are the bulletin boards different from the open forum of the MODELING automatic digest?  I don't see any advantage to paying $25 other than belonging to another association.

Hello,


You ask a good question.  I will attempt to answer it.


First, our organization is very new, we formed on July 31, 2005, so we're not yet even a month old.  As a result our web site is not fully functional - thus the "dead" links.  The bulletin board and live chat room are for whatever our members want to use them for but are not intended to replace the list serve.


The reason we organized is due to a concern for the future of modeling.  As you may be aware, ASU's grant from the NSF was not renewed.  Funding for teachers to attend modeling workshops and to work together on curriculum, etc. could be harder to come by in the future.  One of our intentions is to solicit funds from various sources to provide support for these activities so that teachers don't have to spend their own money.  Just as Jane has done with their grant money, we hope that teachers attending a workshop can come out even financially. Depending on funds, we may even be able to conduct workshops ourselves.


I have been a modeler since my leadership workshop at UC Davis in 1998. This summer I attended the advanced modeling workshop at ASU.  I found it to be a very valuable "sharpening of the saw", a great chance to reflect on my teaching, learn new ideas and techniques from other modelers and refocus my efforts.  It was rejuvenating and it will improve my teaching.  The truth of the matter is that I would not have been able to attend this 4-week workshop if it weren't for the support provided by ASU.  If this support is not available in the future, how many of these workshops will be held?  Not many, I fear.


I think that many modelers would share my view that the modeling workshops we attended were among the best and most useful professional training sessions we've had.  We want to help ensure that these opportunities continue to exist for new teachers as well as veterans.  To keep modeling a dynamic pedagogy that continues to evolve, improve and incorporate the best practices of teaching and learning, we need to be able to work together for extended time outside the school year.  The list serve, bulletin boards and email are great, but there is no substitute for face-to-face interactions in a relaxed, unhurried environment.


When you join the American Modeling Teachers Association, your dues provide the "seed" money to apply for grants, perhaps with paid grant-writers, and cover the basic expenses of any organization, such as our web site.  I pay about $90.00 per year for membership in the AAPT.  For this I get a great magazine and a membership card.  We don't have a magazine, but we are about $65.00 cheaper per year.  Your AMTA membership (and $25.00) is your statement of support for modeling with the hope that, if we are successful, you will benefit from the good work that we can all do, together.  That success is much more likely if we act together towards common goals. Perhaps we will be more likely to attract the benefactors we need if we are 500, 1000 or more members strong instead of just a few.


I guess if someone asks how joining will benefit them, I have to say that we don't have much to offer right now and I can't promise that we ever will.  If you do join us, you can be part of a group of dedicated educators that are trying to DO SOMETHING POSITIVE about science education, not complain about it or tear it down, at a time when our society desperately needs graduates who truly understand and can do science.  Modelers can do that.  All for the price of one large pizza per year.

------------------------------

Date:    Fri, 19 Aug 2005 

From:    Carmela Minaya 

Subject: Why Join AMTA?


That is a fantastic question!  As teachers, we've seen the many, many, many reports from all kinds of sources telling us what's wrong with science education.  We modelers not only know the problem; we have an answer that addresses many of the concerns highlighted by these reports.  

 
In our modeling training, we are always encouraged to spur reform in our own educational communities.  I see the AMTA as a supportive vehicle to help individual modelers as they attempt to impact their colleagues in their respective settings.  We are talking about sharing ideas and training that could potentially catalyze science education reform locally, nationally, even globally.  If you're looking to get something worth your $25 dues, then AMTA is not your organization.  However, if you're looking to give something back to your community that will have profound educational implications beyond monetary worth (priceless), then we're here to support you.  


I saw a video clip that showed many historical figures that impacted society.  The last sentence of that clip is what I think the AMTA is all about: "The people who are crazy enough to think that they can change the world are the very ones who do!!!"


---------------

Date:    Sun, 21 Aug 2005 

From:    Beverly Trina Cannon 

Subject: Re: AMTA


I think the purpose and goals of this group is admirable.  After all, how many science reform groups come along, make a difference and then die away because funding is cut.  Many science reform movements have come and gone, and we all just jump on the next bandwagon because money and support is available.  If the modeling approach is key to the reform of physics education, we will have to band together to ensure its existence and not die away so that we can recall it with clichés such as "That was so good, why don't we do modeling anymore?"


I am really annoyed with education reform.... rather than improving and promoting a strategy that has documented evidence and validated research materials, we soak money, time and energy in retraining teachers, re-equipping schools and labs,  and  then complain we never have students prepared for the next level or the high stakes testing.  I begin to question those that are trying to guide education when they themselves have not seen the inside of a classroom except in a video.  


In summary, this grass roots movement of teachers could be considered a preservation league....like saving the spotted owl! Big journeys start with the first step.  Perhaps a link with AAPT or NSTA will give some strength so that during the meeting of the larger organization, the Modelers can ask for a meeting time and presentation sessions.  
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