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Date:    Thu, 25 Aug 2005 

From:    Andrew Schuetze 

Subject: Funding 


It is my opinion that the vehicle for the sustainability of modeling pedagogy is going to have to fall within the new paradigm for education funding.  That new paradigm is partnership programs.  The old Eisenhower funds were transformed a half-dozen years ago into block type grants that require partnerships between the business community, institutions of higher education, local school districts, et cetera.


I have been pursuing such a partnership for my school district for two years now.  I was Modeling I trained in June 2003.  Hammering away within the district and talking to interested outside agencies at every opportunity may indeed pay off this academic year.  A proposal is in the works that will tap those types of partnership-required funds to replicate ASU's program, but all of

the training will be within the district and not require attendance for weeks on end 1000 miles away in the blast furnace of Tempe each summer.


Don't ask me for any more details at this point as they are still in progress and I get superstitious as such proposals get close to being finalized.  I promise to repost if and when a deal is signed in ink.  [Editor's note in March 2007: it worked: his partnership got funded!]


In the meantime, write a letter to your congressmen in support of increased funding for science and education partnerships.  The American Chemical Society has an excellent legislation action network site.  Just select the issue, fill in your address data, then edit the form to personalize it a bit before either printing and mailing.  Or email it via the congressional website forms.

    http://www.congressweb.com/cweb4/index.cfm?orgcode=acs

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 25 Aug 2005 

From:    Jane Jackson <jane.jackson@ASU.EDU>

Andrew is on the right track. Practical courses of action that I ask you to take are any of these:

1) Contact a supportive college faculty member in your state, and ask them to apply for state NCLB funds to hold a Modeling Workshop. Give them this URL for more info: NCLB Higher Education "Improving Teacher Quality" grant (typically $50,000), your state's URL and contact information are at <http://www.sheeo.org/quality/collab/collab-dir.asp>. In most states, deadlines are in Sept. to Dec. I'd be glad to give them a sample grant proposal.

2) Ask your school district science/math coordinator to connect you up with your State Department of Education grants department. Find out when the yearly grant competition is held for the state "Math/Science Partnerships" program.  In the past two years, it's been in November or later.

3) Modify Jim Stankevitz' and Tom Todd's successful reform (below). Have one other science teacher in your department take two 3-week Modeling Workshops; then the two of you take the actions that Jim and Tom did. It took them 9 years, but wow! they've become a modeling staff!

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP BY JIM STANKEVITZ AND TOM TODD: 

Wheaton-Warrenville South HS, near Chicago.

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2003

From: Jim Stankevitz

Jane,


Good news!  Tom Todd and I have just received the OK to do a 2-week, district modeling workshop for the staff at the 2 high schools in our community-unit district from July 28-August 8.  In addition, we will accept others from surrounding communities who are interested.  Tom, Linda Whitlock and I presented a mini-workshop at our county-wide inservice a few weeks ago and have had several applicants from other county schools.


Our district has set aside $20,000 to run the workshop.  For our in-district participants, it's a great deal:  $1200 stipend and optional (discounted) graduate credit from Aurora University.  By next school year's start, all of our district freshmen physics/chemistry staff and almost all of our physics staff will be trained in modeling.

       -------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 10 May 2004

From: Jim Stankevitz

Subject: local workshop

Hi Jane,


Just thought I'd let you know what's happening around here, and that we haven't dropped off the face of the earth just yet. Tom Todd and I will be running a district-only 2-week workshop in June here at our school for those who have already taken the first year's Modeling Workshop.  Our 9 in-district participants will be working on developing new modeling-based units or expanding on existing units in their discipline area.  Our participants are a good mix of physics, chemistry, biology, and earth/space science teachers.  Participants can choose from a paid stipend or re-certification credits.


We received about 60% of our funds ($9,000) through a community-based funding organization called "The New 200 Foundation", which funds special projects beyond the scope of the district's conventional budget.  They usually fund small (<$500) grants, but made an exception for our proposal.  Several of the foundation members interviewed some of our physics students and were very impressed with their responses to their questions about the efficacy of modeling.  The district has chipped in the remainder of our monetary needs.

        -------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 06 May 2005

From: Jim Stankevitz


By the way, after our district workshop this summer, all of our school's physics teachers will have been trained in modeling, and 15 out of the entire 18 science staff will have had a modeling workshop!  (Only 3 biology teachers will not have been trained.)  It has taken 9 years, but one by one, we've become a modeling staff!  Now, we're focusing on the other high school in our district, and we've got four of them signed up for this summer's workshop too.

--------------------

Date: Thu, 18 Aug 2005

From: Jim Stankevitz 

Hi Jane,


Our in-district Modeling workshop is drawing to a close, and I would like to have our new (1st-year) participants added to the Modeling listserve.  Here are their names and email addresses:…..


We ended up with 12 1st-year modelers and 8 3rd-year modelers.  8 of the 12 first-year modelers are from our district with 5 from my school and 3 from our "sister" school.  The 4 others are from 2 neighboring districts.  The 3rd year modelers (all from our district) have been working on developing modeling units in chemistry, biology, astronomy and geology.  They will be using our 1st year modelers as "students" as they try out their new units with them tomorrow, and seek feedback from them on how things go.  The 1st year group has been working long, hard days and we are planning 4 after school/evening and 3 Saturday follow-up meetings in September and October for all of our participants.


Counting Tom Todd and myself, we now have 17 modeling-trained science teachers between our two district high schools, with ALL of the physical science teachers and 3 biology teachers at our school trained in modeling.  Our district has been very cooperative and is offering our in-district participants either a stipend or CEU's for salary advancement credit for the third year in a row.  It certainly has been gratifying to see our department grow in the number of modelers since I first began in 1995. 
        ---------------------------------

DETAILS in 2004:

Date: Fri, 23 Jul 2004

From: Jim <jimstanke@comcast.net>

Subject: Re: Modeling Workshop: Return this survey, for NSF report

Hi Jane,


I've embedded my responses to the survey,

 Jim Stankevitz

Jane Jackson wrote:

Modeling Workshop organizer: Please return this survey via e-mail,

within 2 days. (It'll take only 5 or 10 minutes.)

# days of your workshop: 10

# high school teachers: 11

# middle school/jr high teachers: 0


Our workshop had teachers of physics, chemistry, biology, physical science, astronomy and geology. All participants had already completed the first year of the workshop (last summer) in physics.  This was the second year for all our participants, so we had them focus on developing and presenting one unit of instruction in their respective discipline.
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