School district Modeling Workshops (Jim Stankevitz & Tom Todd)

COMPILATION: School district Modeling Workshops (Jim Stankevitz & Tom Todd)
Editor’s note: Jim Stankevitz and Tom Todd have held five two-week summer modeling workshops at their school in suburban Chicago. Here are actions that you can take to do something similar.

1) Ask your school district science/math coordinator to connect you with your State Department of Education grants department. Find out when the yearly grant competition is held for the state "Math/Science Partnerships" program. Adapt Patty Blanton and Matt Greenwolfe’s MSP proposal.
2) Modify Jim Stankevitz' and Tom Todd's successful reform (below). Have one other science teacher in your department take two 3-week Modeling Workshops somewhere in the nation; then the two of you take the actions that Jim and Tom did. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT MODELING WORKSHOPS

Organized and led by JIM STANKEVITZ AND TOM TODD
at Wheaton-Warrenville South HS, near Chicago.

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2003

From: Jim Stankevitz

Jane,


Good news!  Tom Todd and I have just received the OK to do a 2-week, district modeling workshop for the staff at the 2 high schools in our community-unit district from July 28-August 8.  In addition, we will accept others from surrounding communities who are interested.  Tom, Linda Whitlock and I presented a mini-workshop at our county-wide inservice a few weeks ago and have had several applicants from other county schools.


Our district has set aside $20,000 to run the workshop.  For our in-district participants, it's a great deal:  $1200 stipend and optional (discounted) graduate credit from Aurora University.  By next school year's start, all of our district freshmen physics/chemistry staff and almost all of our physics staff will be trained in modeling.

       -------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 10 May 2004

From: jimstanke@comcast.net

Subject: local workshop

Hi Jane,


… Tom Todd and I will be running a district-only 2-week workshop in June here at our school for those who have already taken the first year's Modeling Workshop.  Our 9 in-district participants will be working on developing new modeling-based units or expanding on existing units in their discipline area.  Our participants are a good mix of physics, chemistry, biology, and earth/space science teachers.  Participants can choose from a paid stipend or re-certification credits.


We received about 60% of our funds ($9,000) through a community-based funding organization called "The New 200 Foundation", which funds special projects beyond the scope of the district's conventional budget.  They usually fund small (<$500) grants, but made an exception for our proposal.  Several of the foundation members interviewed some of our physics students and were very impressed with their responses to their questions about the efficacy of modeling.  The district has chipped in the remainder of our monetary needs.


--------------------------------
DETAILS in 2004:

Date: Fri, 23 Jul 2004

From: Jim <jimstanke@comcast.net>
   # days of workshop: 10

   # high school teachers: 11

   # middle school/jr high teachers: 0

Our workshop had teachers of physics, chemistry, biology, physical science, astronomy and geology. All participants had already completed the first year of the workshop (last summer) in physics.  This was the second year for all our participants, so we had them focus on developing and presenting one unit of instruction in their respective discipline.
        -------------------------------------

Date: Fri, 06 May 2005

From: jimstanke@comcast.net


By the way, after our district workshop this summer, all of our school's physics teachers will have been trained in modeling, and 15 out of the entire 18 science staff will have had a modeling workshop!  (Only 3 biology teachers will not have been trained.)  It has taken 9 years, but one by one, we've become a modeling staff!  Now, we're focusing on the other high school in our district, and we've got four of them signed up for this summer's workshop too.

--------------------

Date: Thu, 18 Aug 2005

From: Jim Stankevitz <jimstanke@comcast.net>

Hi Jane,


Our in-district Modeling workshop is drawing to a close, and I would like to have our new (1st-year) participants added to the Modeling listserve…..


We ended up with 12 1st-year modelers and 8 3rd-year modelers.  Eight of the 12 first-year modelers are from our district with 5 from my school and 3 from our "sister" school.  The 4 others are from 2 neighboring districts.  The 3rd year modelers (all from our district) have been working on developing modeling units in chemistry, biology, astronomy and geology.  They will be using our 1st year modelers as "students" as they try out their new units with them tomorrow, and seek feedback from them on how things go.  The 1st year group has been working long, hard days and we are planning 4 after school/evening and 3 Saturday follow-up meetings in September and October for all of our participants.


Counting Tom Todd and myself, we now have 17 modeling-trained science teachers between our two district high schools, with ALL of the physical science teachers and 3 biology teachers at our school trained in modeling.  Our district has been very cooperative and is offering our in-district participants either a stipend or CEU's for salary advancement credit for the third year in a row.  It certainly has been gratifying to see our department grow in the number of modelers since I first began in 1995. 
        ---------------------------------

Date: Wed, 24 Sep 2008

From: Jim Stankevitz

To: jane.jackson@asu.edu (Jane Jackson)

Subject: Re: your two-week school district modeling workshops this summer

     We received substantial funding from our district to run two simultaneous, two-week workshops. The funds came from the district staff development budget.

     Tom Todd and I worked with both groups, but the bulk of my time was spent with the first year modelers while Tom worked more with the experienced ones. 

     In-district participants attended free of charge (there were 9) and were offered either continuing education units of credit for advancement on our district pay scale or graduate credit through Illinois State University. Out-of-district participants were charged a $100 materials fee (there were 36), and had the option of choosing to register for 6 hours of graduate credit through Carl Wenning and Illinois State University.  A total of 17 chose the graduate credit option.

     The part one workshop was for those new to modeling and followed the first semester mechanics curriculum, and the other workshop was for experienced modelers.  Both sections met for 10 days, for a total of 60 hours in my classroom at Wheaton Warrenville South HS.  Three 5-hour follow-up sessions have been scheduled on Saturdays this fall. 

     28 teachers attended the first year workshop and 17 the second.  The second workshop for experienced modelers broke into 3 sub-sections with one group working on implementing/refining/adapting chemistry modeling materials, one group on second semester physics modeling, and a third group on astronomy/geology materials.

     Many participants were from local high schools who had physics teachers previously trained in the modeling workshops that Tom Todd and I conducted at Dominican University from 2005-07.
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