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COMPILATION: modeling classroom layout

Date:    Thu, 12 Jan 2006 

From:    Kim Christiansen 

Subject: Classroom redesign

I recently attended the modeling training at ASU and am lucky enough to be in the midst of a potential redesign.  Does anyone have advice / resources on the ideal physical set-up of a classroom to implement modeling?  We outgrew our science department, so I took over the old woodshop.  I currently have about 2000 sf of space and need to justify why or how it should remain for the physics room.  Thanks

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 12 Jan 2006 

From:    Joseph Vanderway 

     Do whatever you have to, in order to keep that real estate!  One argument is that the high ceilings are good for projectile and gravity experiments.  Another is that you need lots of storage space for equipment.

     If you can, make everything mobile - chairs, tables, etc.  This way you can re-configure for board meetings, labs or demonstrations quickly.

     Keep several of the wood-shop machines (like a drill press); they can be very useful.

     Be aware that high ceilings can make for an acoustic nightmare - this can make board meetings difficult.

--Joseph (teaching physics in an old shop room and loving it) Vanderway

Granada Hills Charter High School

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 12 Jan 2006 

From:    Matt Greenwolfe 

     You can download a sketch of my classroom from the ASU HS webpage:

<http://modeling.asu.edu/modeling-HS.html>. 

Click on "action research & other resources for the modeling classroom".

     The layout of my room is still pretty much as described in the sketch. The only differences are due to the workshop on Modeling Discourse Management I took this past summer at ASU from Dwain Desbien.  The blue tables in the center are now pushed back towards the edges, making a "T" with the brown tables.  This leaves room in the center for a circle of chairs.  Students sit "knee to knee" in the circle with the whiteboards propped at their feet for whiteboard discussions now.  Occasionally, I still have groups go to the front of the room to present, but most of the time we use modeling discourse management.


-----------------------

Date: Wed, 02 Mar 2005 

From: John Crookston 

Subject: Re: Nested desks for a modeling classroom

     I was able to locate the mfg of the nested desks pictured in the link to Bob Morse's recommendations for renovating a physics classroom/lab.  The link is located at <http://modeling.asu.edu/modeling-HS.html>.  To view Bob's recommendations which include many pictures of his classroom/lab, scroll down to and click on "Action Research and other resources for the modeling classroom". Then scroll to "Equipment and renovations for the physics

classroom" and click on the "Link to Bob Morse's recommendations for renovating a physics classroom/lab".

     When doing circle whiteboarding the desks can be nested out of the way along a wall to create space to put the chairs in a circle.

     The mfg's website is <http://www.royalseating.com/products/work_and_study_desks/royal_nest_desk.asp>

They do not sell direct but if called will direct interested parties to the closest vendor.

After contacting three vendors, the best price for 30 desks, including a book rack plus S & H (nonchrome legs) is just under $93.00.  Price will vary depending on S & H.
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