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COMPILATION. Graphing software: Graph Sketcher, Handy/Graph, Fathom

Date:    Wed, 22 Aug 2007 
From:    Marc Price Reif 
     I found a nice utility which is making my life a little easier: "Graph Sketcher” will draw blank graphs, graph points, and sketch lines or fill on a graph.  It exports to pdf or jpeg, and then paste into MS Word or use on its own.  Easy to use, quick, and graphs look pretty good.
     Education license is $10.  Sorry, no Windows version. http://www.graphsketcher.com/download/
******************************************************************************

Date:    Thu, 23 Aug 2007 
From:    Andy Edington 
     A very easy to use, but feature-filled graphing program is HandyGraph. Available for Windows Word. http://www.handygraph.com/
     The program adds a little graph icon onto your Word toolbar.  Click on the icon, the dialog box pops up.  It is very easy to set up the graph you want.  Click done, the graph is drawn into Word.  Didn't get what you wanted?  Double click on the graph and modify your parameters in the dialog box.
     The program actually draws the graph right into word using Word's drawing tools, so the graph can be edited, moved, and drawn on like any other Word drawing.
     Cost:  30 day free trial, $59 permanent.  I've been using it for years.  The new version has many more features...I'm going to buy it ASAP, even if I have to pay for it myself.  This Word add-in program will save you many, many work hours and frustration.
     I strongly urge any Windows users to look at the website info and try the free trial.
******************************************************************************

Date:    Sat, 25 Aug 2007 
From:    Tim Erickson 
     About software:  I remind the group that Fathom (from Key Curriculum Press) is a
terrific modeling environment for Mac and Windows. It is more expensive than the utilities mentioned recently, but is correspondingly more capable. I have written before about what it can
do for modelers; you can read my comments here: (http://www.denofinquiry.com/resources/FAQ/whatsFathom.php).
      As testimonial, note that you can buy it from Vernier -- that is, they sell it in addition to their own Logger Pro software. I think it's worth the extra money, but I helped design it, so I am biased.
     Two things to note: (1) Fathom is used by quite a few AP Statistics teachers, so your school may already have a copy or even a site license you are unaware of. Or maybe you can conspire with your AP Stats colleague. (2) With the current version, 2.1, you can read data directly from Vernier probeware.
     The book plug is this: I have now completed two of the three promised volumes of "A Den of Inquiry," a set of physics labs that pay special attention to data, data analysis, and mathematical modeling. You can get these from me directly, or from Vernier.
     Volume 1 contains labs that use no probeware
     Volume 2's labs are about mechanics, and use sensors
     Volume 3 (2008) will do the same for labs exploring waves, circuits, and all that stuff.


URLs:
http://www.keypress.com/fathom (for Fathom -- prices, evaluation version, curriculum notes, etc, but generally NOT physics-related. Their main clients are the math teachers) http://www.denofinquiry.com/ (my site, with information about the books, sample pages, etc)
http://www.vernier.com
http://www.vernier.com/soft/fathom.html
http://www.vernier.com/cmat/den.html  (Fathom and Den of Inquiry at the Vernier site)
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