COMPILATION: lab simulation software: LABphysics

COMPILATION: lab simulation software: LABphysics (formerly LAAPhysics)

Date:    Tue, 20 Apr 2004 

From:    Jason Cervenec 

     Does anyone have experience with the CPU software available from San Diego State University?  If so, is it modeling-friendly?  I am looking for lab simulation software that 

(1) is good to use with limited equipment setup because I am in three classrooms, 

(2) will allow labs to be conducted when I am gone without lots of equipment or safety issues, and

(3) will be available for students to use in the school computer labs if they are absent or need extra help in understanding concepts.  

    I prefer hands-on labs, but I am hoping to find something that enhances what I am already doing.

     ------------------------------

Date:    Wed, 21 Apr 2004 

From:    Ron McDermott 

     I have some limited experience.  The simulations I saw were quite good, and appear to be quite adaptable to Modeling.  I can envision having the kids do a series of simulations and report using whiteboards, for example.  On the negative side, the system seems a little pricey.  As with any other tool, I think you would have to do some work to adapt them (add additional questioning, for example) to what you want to accomplish.

     ------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 22 Apr 2004 

From:    Mike Turner 

     Software which meets these three criteria is currently being developed and tested by modeling teachers and researchers with support from the Department of Education. LAAPhysics (Learn Anytime Anywhere Physics) is a simulated open-ended virtual laboratory coupled with tutorial guidance based on modeling pedagogy. Students using LAAPhysics will engage in prelab discussions and explorations, design experiments through isolation of variables and controls, collect and analyze data, participate in whiteboard discussions of results, draw conclusions, and deploy newly constructed models in novel situations. Modules are currently available for beta testing and a complete mechanics curriculum will be available in August.

     Anyone interested in helping beta test the software with their students can register at www.laaplatform.org. Just click on the link to LAAPhysics then the link to Beta test.

