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Editor's note: see also the short article at <http://modeling.asu.edu/Projects-Resources.html>

Date:    Sat, 21 Jan 2006

From:    Lee Amosslee 

I recently bought some white boards for student use in my classroom, and discovered that they really weren't cleaning well. Anyone have any tips on getting generic melamine to clean well?


---------------------

Date:    Sun, 22 Jan 2006 

From:    "Kay Fincher" 

Once a year (sometimes twice) we have our students wipe our melamine boards down with alcohol and then wax them with non-abrasive car wax.  If a student accidentally writes on one with a permanent marker just write over it with whiteboard marker and it will erase. The cleaning and waxing is the best thing you can do to

preserve them.

------------------------------

Date:    Sun, 22 Jan 2006 

From:    Rachael Black 

When you first buy them, clean with a mixture of 1/2 and 1/2 alcohol and water. Then, polish with Endust. Try to use regular whiteboard markers and not the scented markers or the low-odor markers. These are harder to clean up. Black markers clean better than colored markers.  Clean 

regularly with 1/4 alcohol to 3/4 water. You can use the half-n-half solution of alcohol and water to remove some tougher stains. VERY Stubborn stains can be removed with pure brake fluid. After using brake fluid, clean the board with the regular alcohol/water mixture, then polish with Endust. Polish the boards periodically with Endust. Small marks can be removed by writing over them with a fresh marker (preferably black) and then erasing immediately. Thick gunk that refuses even the brake fluid will succumb to using a automotive paint scratch remover, but be careful not to scratch the surface and then afterwards treat as you would if having used the brake fluid. 

------------------------------

Date:    Sun, 22 Jan 2006 

From: Nadine Watson 

When I got new ones ( the melamine  ones ) I bought cheap spray bottles from the dollar store or Walmart ... and put in a few drops of dish soap ( I use palmolive -As Mage used to say " It's gentle on your hands"),  mix with a little water and fill to the top.  If the students spray each time they erase, the boards stay very clean.  We use old tee shirts or socks to wipe with. This method works with several different brands of markers.  I also make a spray bottle for my " real whiteboard" at the front of the room and it stays clean as well.

                           
