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COMPILATION: standards-based grading 
 
August 5, 2018 
From: Matt Greenwolfe, a long-time physics Modeling Workshop leader in North Carolina 
    My grading system is currently in flux as I step back from several years of experience with 
Standards Based Grading and re-evaluate.  Currently, I have also backed away from SBG to a 
hybrid system, but I offer these thoughts not as a fully formed successful system to emulate, but 
just a report on my current thoughts.  The disadvantages of SBG that I experienced were that it 
took a great deal of time on both my part and the student's part, and except for those students 
who mastered most of the standards on their first attempt, the benefits of guiding them towards 
specific areas of focus were not great enough to justify the time and effort.   
    For those mastering few of the standards initially (either honestly or in some cases on 
purpose), the system could devolve into jumping through hoops to get some boxes checked off 
and get a grade.  It was not changing the negative behaviors engendered by the standard grading 
system. 
    In addition, there is a grace in getting a 95% on a test and celebrating, vs. being disappointed 
because there is yet one more standard to reassess.  Although SBG does promote a growth 
mindset, it can become relentless as it points out where the student is not yet perfect and 
pushes/encourages them to keep working.  Yes, that's exactly what we want them to do, but 
when the push still comes from an external motivator (which SBG still is when combined with a 
computation to produce a letter grade or percentage), it can become too much by encouraging 
perfectionism to a point that becomes unhealthy for some of the really conscientious students. 
    Ideally, one would want the student to assess their own performance and become aware of 
their strengths and weaknesses and areas they still need to address.  SBG still had me evaluating 
the students and telling them what was right and wrong and what they still had to work on. 
 
    At the current time, I am grading tests and quizzes based on content-based standards (a certain 
amount of points per standard that varies from test to test), allowing one reassessment on the 
whole test or quiz within two weeks (for which the student has to discuss corrections with me, 
correct all of their homework, and possibly do some extra practice problems), and at the end of 
the grading period they get extra-credit (roughly equal to mastering a couple standards) by doing 
some sort of creative project where they address one or more standards they have not yet met, or 
extend the course material if they have mastered everything.  For me, this addresses some of the 
problems noted above, but is by no means perfect. 
    If my school would go gradeless (something we would have to do together because I can't do 
it on my own in one classroom), I would return to SBG as the foundation of meaningful 
assessment. 
 ------------------------------ 
Sept. 13, 2018 
From: Jane Jackson, ASU 
    I put a NEW action research report on the ASU modeling legacy website. It is: 
Standards-based Grading with Weekly Reflections - by Chad Jacobs, Jesse Ruiz, Tim Quinn 
(2018). 
    at http://modeling.asu.edu/Projects-Resources.html 
    in the section on Reports of Action Research. 
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    These 3 teachers are in Skyline High School, a Title I school in Mesa Public Schools. The 
entire district the (largest in AZ!)  adopted SBG district-wide in ALL subjects.  Chad, Jesse, and 
Tim wondered if weekly reflections in their physics and algebra I courses would enhance SBG.   
    All three teachers are in our MNS degree program. All three took a few Modeling Workshops. 
All three have degrees in physics education. 
    Tim Quinn taught algebra I. He found that the better the weekly reflection, the greater the gain 
in  the Math Concepts Inventory.   
    Chad Jacobs and Jesse Ruiz taught regular physics. They found no correlation between quality 
of reflection and FCI gain. However, they did find that qualitatively, just DOING the reflections 
was associated with higher FCI gains in their own classes, compared to the previous year when 
they did NOT have their students reflect. 
    They wrote that "the reflections seemed to become an overbearing assignment that many 
students began to lose focus on".  Nevertheless, they wrote that "reflections are still considered 
to be a beneficial part about a student's education and more research should be done to address 
this." 
 
    Do any of you have a successful way of having your students reflect about their learning? If 
so, will you please send me your instructions to students? or anything that will help other 
teachers. Or post to modeling@asu.edu .  (No attachments; include a URL. If you email your 
student guidelines to me, I will put them on the ASU website.)   Jane.Jackson@asu.edu 
 --------------------------------------------- 
 
Date:    Sun, 23 Sep 2018  
From:    Melissa Girmscheid  
   To those of you that use standards-based grading as a school or district, what software platform 
do you use? 
 ---------------------------------------------- 
Oct. 2, 2018 
From: Calvin Swartzendruber 
   We use PowerTeacherPro for our SBG gradebook.  PT Pro is a part of PowerSchool. 
 ---------------------------------------------- 
 


